[Facets of control of rheumatic diseases in East Germany].
Guidelines for treating rheumatic diseases in the GDR are formulated based on the sociomedical and economic impact of class XIII (International Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death (ICD) of WHO, 9th revision: 1975); these consider trends in temporary incapacity of employees and their utilization of hospital services, as well as statistics of disability pensions. The presentation of the organized cure and care programs, with special emphasis on rheumatology practitioners is followed by a discussion of issues in graduate, postgraduate, and continuing rheumatological education. Finally, a cursory review is given of the priorities and tasks of rheumatology research in the GDR.